InterBulk Hub in Duisburg is starting operations
InterBulk, leading provider of global intermodal logistic services for transporting liquid and dry bulk materials in containers, opened its largest European container terminal in Duisburg in March. The site at Duisburg Nordhafen totals 20,000 m² and will provide 40 new jobs. 
Erwin R. Buresch, Key Account Manager for UBC GmbH which is a part of InterBulk Group, is positive about his new location: “The proximity to our customers and the excellent rail, barge and ship connections throughout Europe were the reasons why we decided in favour of Duisburg for setting up our central European terminal.” 
More than 780 containers can be stored on the new site which is close to the DUSS and DeCeTe terminals in Duisburg Ruhrort. “The storage capacity is a core element of our business, as 50% of our turnover is achieved by storing loaded containers which are called forward by our customers at short notice for further processing in regional production plants,” Buresch explains. 
With their fleet of 20,000 containers, of which 13,000 are silo containers and 7,000 are tank containers, InterBulk is global market leader for tank containers and the largest European provider of intermodal bulk containers. The majority of units are hired out constantly to customers from the chemical industry who use them for scheduling their worldwide commodity flows and for restocking interim storage facilities close to their own customers. InterBulk´s business comprises global intermodal transports, interim storage in terminals as well as consignment and punctual delivery of goods to customers. The goods mainly conveyed are plastic granules, food stuff in powder form, cement and minerals as well as liquid goods, which are stored and transported in specially equipped tank and silo containers. 

The new terminal in Duisburg exclusively handles silo containers; it has a high-capacity tipping table where 20-foot, 30-foot and 40-foot boxes can be transshipped into silo vehicles or into other containers. Terminal Manager Dietmar Strehl is pleased with their efficient tipping facility: “We can load silo freight cars as well as trucks here, so we will be able to react flexibly and at short notice to our customers´ requests. Most imported goods from overseas arrive here in 20-foot boxes, which are then transshipped by us into 30-foot containers as they are customary in Europe – three 20-foot boxes are transshipped into two 30-foot boxes,” he comments on the day-to-day business. A high-capacity reach stacker is used for loading and offloading trucks and railway cars as well as the tipping table. In future, additional services will be offered to InterBulk customers in Duisburg, just like at the other InterBulk terminals in Hamm-Uentrop, Schwechat near Vienna, Finland, France and the UK. These services would include the construction of silo farms, covered storage space and a packaging facility for big bags or octabins. “We shall make these investments by and by, according to our customers´ demand,” Buresch announces.    
For further transports of imported goods from Duisburg to other European storage locations, the container operator InterBulk can take its choice of plenty of train connections provided by various railway cargo carriers in Duisburg. “We even run our own block trains on some routes with a high regular volume, e.g. between Rotterdam and Schkopau,” Buresch states. 
Regarding export logistics for German producers, the bulk specialists in Duisburg rely on rail and barge connections to ports at the mouth of the Rhine River, as well as on pan-European regular shipping line services which are offered in the world´s largest inland port. 
With InterBulk, high transport quality and compliance with all legal safety regulations and customers´ transport requirements can be taken for granted. 
“By regularly training our terminal staff and our drivers, we can guarantee our customers reliable standards in the whole logistic chain. Of course technical quality and cleanliness of our containers are regularly checked as well,” Buresch comments on the vital importance of health and safety checks in the global InterBulk network. High safety standards and innovative technical developments are the secrets of InterBulk Group´s success. The group has been growing rapidly  since it was established in 2004. “Ever since its opening in March, the new terminal in Duisburg has been very well received by our customers in this region,” Buresch notes contentedly. “But there is still room for us to grow,” Dietmar Strehl concludes. 
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